
Judiciary Reception
1 7 T H  A N N U A L

HONORING

JUDGE RUTH BERMUDEZ
MONTENEGRO  

SAN DIEGO WINE & CULINARY CENTER
July 30, 2026   |   5:30 PM - 10:00 PM

200 W Harbor Dr #120
San Diego   |  CA 92101







Title Sponsor Message
Our border has never been a wall to many people in this room. It’s a place we cross, a
family we visit, a community we belong to on both sides. That truth has shaped my life
—and this year, it reshaped my firm.

Since we last gathered for this reception, Gomez Trial Attorneys expanded to El Centro
and, for the first time, to Tijuana. As of this year, we are a truly binational firm. We
believe no plaintiff firm like ours has established a presence on both sides of the
border in the way we now have.

I share that here because this milestone belongs to this community as much as it
belongs to us. So many of you have family in Baja, ties across Mexico, and roots in the
Cali-Baja region. For years, we have represented the workers and families who cross
every day to build lives in two countries at once. Opening in Tijuana wasn’t just a
business decision—it was aligning with who we already are and honoring the team
members who make that crossing daily by giving them a home closer to their own.

That same instinct—to invest in the communities we come from—has powered the San
Diego La Raza Lawyers Association for decades. As a lifetime member, I have seen this
organization open doors, mentor generations of Latino lawyers, and push our
profession to reflect the people it serves. Those values carried me from humble
beginnings to building one of California’s largest Latino-owned trial firms, and they are
the reason I return as Title Sponsor of this year’s Judiciary Reception with real pride.

Tonight, we celebrate leaders who embody those values. Congratulations to Judge
Ruth Bermudez Montenegro, whose service reflects the very best of our community,
and to Luis Céspedes, whose work has helped open doors to the bench for so many.
They make our profession—and our community—stronger.

We are building something on both sides of this line, brick by brick. So is this
association. And what we build rests on the same idea: that justice and community
know no borders.

And we are just getting started. 

John H. Gomez
 CEO & Founder | Gomez Trial Attorneys



President’s Message
Dear Esteemed Guests, Colleagues, and Friends,

Welcome to our 17th Annual Judiciary Reception. It is a genuine honor to stand
before you as President of San Diego La Raza Lawyers and to host this evening.

Tonight we celebrate Judge Ruth Bermudez Montenegro, U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of California. Judge Bermudez Montenegro grew up in the Imperial
Valley, the daughter of Mexican immigrants, in a family where service was not
optional. As a federal criminal defense attorney on the CJA panel, I want to note
something that speaks to who she is: she spearheaded the El Centro Project,
expanding federal criminal defense representation in Imperial County and
improving access to counsel for indigent defendants. That is something you do
because you understand what is at stake when someone cannot afford a lawyer. Her
sister Justice Eran Bermudez now sits on the Fourth District Court of Appeal. Her
sister Nadia Bermudez is an attorney whose stellar reputation and deep
involvement in our community speak for themselves. Excellence runs in the family.

We will also present our inaugural Service to the Bench and Community Award to
Luis Céspedes, a recognition of a lifetime of sustained service to our legal
institutions and the communities they serve. Luis Céspedes was fifteen years old
and walking picket lines with striking farm workers in Santa Maria. He went from
there to Occidental College, to UC Berkeley School of Law, and into a career that
has touched every corner of public life in this state. In 2020, Governor Newsom
appointed him Judicial Appointments Secretary, shaping what California’s bench
looks like for generations. He has been married to Laurrel Montoya Céspedes for
over fifty years. There is no better inaugural recipient of this award.

This evening would not be possible without our Event Chairs: Guillermo Escobedo,
Ana De Santiago, and Catherine Arambula Lewis. This is Guillermo’s tenth year
chairing or co-chairing this event, and that kind of commitment deserves its own
recognition. Thank you to our title sponsor, Gomez Trial Attorneys, to every sponsor,
to our volunteers, our members, and our Board of Directors.

May this evening be one of meaningful connection and a reminder of the work we
share in service to our community and the pursuit of justice.

In Solidarity,
Hector J. Tamayo
President, San Diego La Raza Lawyers Association



Judicial Appointments Secretary, Luis Céspedes

Service to the Bench and

Community Award

On December 10, 2020, Luis Céspedes was sworn in as Judicial
Appointments Secretary to Gavin Newsom. Born in Santa
Maria, California, he began advocating for farm workers at age
15. He earned B.A. and M.A. degrees from Occidental College
and later attended UC Berkeley School of Law after completing
the CORO Fellowship.
Céspedes served as Administrative Assistant and Co-Chief of
Staff to Vic Fazio, Principal Consultant to the Assembly Health
Committee, and Senior Consultant under Speaker Leo
McCarthy. In private practice since 1982, he handled civil and
criminal cases in state and federal courts, including the Ninth
Circuit.
He also served as a Pro Tem judge, referee, and arbitrator for
Sacramento County Superior Court. A co-founder of the Unity
Bar Association of Sacramento, he was named Distinguished
Attorney of the Year (2018) and a Top 100 Lawyer (2021). He
has been married 52 years and has three daughters and six
grandchildren.



2026 Judicial Honoree
Judge Ruth Bermudez Montenegro

Hon. Ruth Bermudez Montenegro is a United States District Judge for the
Southern District of California and a proud daughter of the Imperial Valley.
Born and raised in the region, she is the daughter of Elvia Bermudez and the
late Salvador Bermudez, who immigrated from Mexico, and part of a family
deeply rooted in service and the law.

Judge Montenegro was nominated by President Joseph R. Biden on January 3,
2022, confirmed by the United States Senate, and received her judicial
commission on March 30, 2022. Before her elevation to the district court, she
served as the sole United States Magistrate Judge at the El Centro Courthouse
—the first woman to hold that position in Imperial County—and as a Judge and
Family Support Commissioner of the Imperial County Superior Court.

Throughout more than three decades in the legal profession, Judge
Montenegro has championed access to justice, civic learning, mentorship, and
educational opportunity. She co-founded the El Centro Education Foundation,
which has awarded well over $1 million in college scholarships to local
students, and has led or supported programs including Judges in the
Classroom, the Imperial County Superior Court Summer Extern Program, the
California Court of Appeal special oral argument session in Imperial County,
and mentorship initiatives for students pursuing legal careers.

Her leadership extends across the legal and civic communities. She has served
as President of the Imperial County Bar Association, helped charter the
Imperial County Lawyers Association, and has been active with the Federal Bar
Association, Latinas in the Law, San Diego La Raza Lawyers Association, and
MANA de Imperial Valley, which she incorporated and led as President.

Judge Montenegro earned her J.D. from UCLA School of Law and graduated
summa cum laude from Clarion University of Pennsylvania after beginning her
higher education at Imperial Valley College. Her many honors include Woman
of the Year recognitions, Distinguished Philanthropist, MANA Legacy honors,
Clarion’s Distinguished Alumni Award, induction 
into Imperial Valley College’s Hall of Fame, 
and the City of El Centro’s “Judge Montenegro Day.”





Program Schedule

5:30 PM

6:15 PM

6:22 PM

6:35 PM

6:37 PM

6:40 PM

6:45 PM

6:47 PM

6:51 PM

6:57 PM

6:59 PM

Registration & Networking

Welcome

Introduction of Judges,
Commissioners & Elected Officials

Title Sponsor Address

Introduction of “Service to the Bar &
the Community” Honoree

Honoree Luis Cepedes, Judicial
Appointments Secretary 

Proclamation 

Introduction of Judicial Honoree

Honoree Judge Ruth Bermudez
Montenegro

Proclamation

Closing Remarks





SDLRLA  BOARD OF  D IRECTORS
Hector J. Tamayo - President

 Nereida Bowman- Vice President
Claudia E. Murga - Secretary

Leah Gonzales- Treasurer
Marco A. Garcia  - Immediate Past President

At-Large-Directors   
Term 2025-2027

Laura Deitz, Alejandro Echeverría , Fernanda Ezquerro, 
Ivette Kuyateh,  Alfredo Villegas

Term 2024-2026 
Daniela Belluco, Xavier Calvachi,

Ana De Santiago Ayon, 
Fernando Rodríguez-Díaz,

Mariela Romo

San Diego La Raza Lawyers

Association

Our Mission is to advance the cause of equality, empowerment,
and justice for Latino attorneys and the Latino community in San
Diego County through service and advocacy. We are dedicated to
promoting diversity on both the bench and bar. We support law
students with mentorship programs and scholarships.

Our members include current and former state and federal court
judges, magistrates, referees, law professors, State Bar
committee members, county bar board directors, government
officials, elected officials, lawyers practicing in all specialty areas,
law students, law affiliates, and non-law affiliates.





Thank You Event Sponsors
Title Sponsor

Gold Sponsor

Silver Sponsor





Thank You Event

Underwriters



Judiciary committee

Guillermo A. Escobedo, Esq.
Office Managing Partner

Constangy Brooks, Smith 
& Prophete LLP

Ana A. De Santiago Ayon, Esq.
Assistant Chief, South Bay Branch

San Diego District Attorney’s Office

We extend our sincere thanks to everyone who helped make this event
possible, including the SDLRLA Board, Judiciary Committee, sponsors,
volunteers, judicial officers, elected officials, and our valued SDLRLA
members. We are grateful for your presence and support in making

this occasion truly memorable.

JUDICIARY RECEPTION COMMITTEE CHAIRS:
Guillermo Escobedo, Ana A. De Santiago Ayon & Cat Arambula Lewis

Catherine M Arambula Lewis
Mujeres Business Network

Stirling Financial Group 

Special thanks to Guillermo Escobedo for his leadership
and for chairing this event for the past 10 years.



Thank You Event

advertisers





2026  Annual Sponsors
Bronze Annual Sponsors

You can continue making a difference and supporting SDLRLA through
donations, gifts, and volunteer hours. Would you like to sponsor one of
our many upcoming events, or learn more about the benefits of being

a supporting member? Contact Cat Arambula Lewis at
catherine.arambula.sdlrla@gmail.com or 

(619) 204-4048

Supporting Members
L E A D E R ' S  C I R C L E

M E M B E R S
M A D R I N A /  P A D R I N O

M E M B E R S
J U D I C I A L  O F F I C E R S

A N A  A .  D E  S A N T I A G O  A Y O N ,  E S Q .
C A R L A  C A B A L L E R O ,  E S Q .

L E A H  G O N Z A L E S ,  E S Q .
H O N .  G O N Z A L O  C U R I E L

M I C H A E L  H E R N A N D E Z ,  E S Q .  
B R E N D A  L O P E Z ,  E S Q .

B E C K Y  M E N D O Z A
C L A U D I A  M U R G A ,  E S Q .
N O A H  P H I L L I P S ,  E S Q .

H O N .  A L A N A  R O B I N S O N
S T E P H A N I E  T R E V I N O

A N O N Y M O U S  
J U D I C I A L  O F F I C E R S

C A T H E R I N E  A R A M B U L A  L E W I S  
J U A N  C A R L O S  H E R N Á N D E Z

W A L T E R  I .  L A C A Y O  J R .
C H A R L E S  O R E V E

A G U S T I N  P E N A ,  E S Q .

https://ccimmigrationlaw.com/
https://sdlrla.com/team/leah-gonzales/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gonzalo_P._Curiel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gonzalo_P._Curiel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gonzalo_P._Curiel
https://plbklaw.com/
https://plbklaw.com/
https://calprivate.bank/directors/becky-mendoza/
https://jacksonlewis.com/
https://altairlaw.com/our-team/noah-phillips/
https://www.aolpsymposium.org/alana-robinson
https://www.aolpsymposium.org/alana-robinson
https://www.linkedin.com/in/stephanie-trevino0188/


San Diego La Raza Lawyers

Association

www.sdlrla.com
SDLRLA
EST 1976

“Advancing diverse individuals on both the bench and the bar”

SAN DIEGO LA RAZA LAWYERS ASSOCIATION 
PUBLIC BENEFIT FUND

is a charitable tax-exempt non-profit organization under
Section 501(c)(3) of the internal Rev. Code,  established
in the State of California in 2021.Tax ID: 87-2639774

“We focus on the next generation of law students”

SAN DIEGO LA RAZA LAWYERS ASSOCIATION 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

is a charitable tax-exempt non-profit organization under 
Section 501(c)(3) of the internal Rev. Code. Tax ID: 20-8553848

SAN DIEGO LA RAZA LAWYERS ASSOCIATION
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

P.O. BOX 125010
SAN DIEGO, CA 92112-5010
 sdlrlafund@gmail.com   

"Promoting justice, equality, and the empowerment of
the San Diego Latino/a/x and diverse communities"

SAN DIEGO LA RAZA LAWYERS ASSOCIATION  is a 501(c)(6)
Membership Association. Tax ID: 95-3560091

SAN DIEGO LA RAZA LAWYERS ASSOCIATION 
PUBLIC BENEFIT FUND

P.O. BOX 125010
SAN DIEGO, CA 92112-5010

larazalawyerPBF@gmail.com

P.O. BOX 125010
SAN DIEGO, CA 92112-5010

 larazalawyers@gmail.com     
       


	Judiciary Reception
	HONORING
	JUDGE RUTH BERMUDEZ MONTENEGRO
	SAN DIEGO WINE & CULINARY CENTER July 30, 2026   |   5:30 PM - 10:00 PM 200 W Harbor Dr #120 San Diego   |  CA 92101



	Title Sponsor Message
	President’s Message
	2026 Judicial Honoree
	Judge Ruth Bermudez Montenegro

	Program Schedule
	5:30 PM
	6:15 PM
	6:22 PM
	6:35 PM
	6:37 PM
	6:40 PM
	6:45 PM
	6:47 PM
	6:51 PM
	6:57 PM
	6:59 PM
	Ivette Kuyateh,  Alfredo Villegas

	Thank You Event Sponsors
	Thank You Event Underwriters
	Judiciary committee
	Special thanks to Guillermo Escobedo for his leadership and for chairing this event for the past 10 years.

	Thank You Event advertisers
	2026  Annual Sponsors
	Bronze Annual Sponsors

	Supporting Members
	LEADER'S CIRCLE MEMBERS
	MADRINA/ PADRINO MEMBERS
	ANONYMOUS  JUDICIAL OFFICERS CATHERINE ARAMBULA LEWIS  JUAN CARLOS HERNÁNDEZ WALTER I. LACAYO JR. CHARLES OREVE AGUSTIN PENA, ESQ.
	You can continue making a difference and supporting SDLRLA through donations, gifts, and volunteer hours. Would you like to sponsor one of our many upcoming events, or learn more about the benefits of being a supporting member? Contact Cat Arambula Lewis at catherine.arambula.sdlrla@gmail.com or  (619) 204-4048


	San Diego La Raza Lawyers Association
	SAN DIEGO LA RAZA LAWYERS ASSOCIATION  is a 501(c)(6) Membership Association. Tax ID: 95-3560091
	"Promoting justice, equality, and the empowerment of the San Diego Latino/a/x and diverse communities"
	“We focus on the next generation of law students”
	EST 1976


	SDLRLA
	www.sdlrla.com


